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Membership Application click here

Editor- Bill Robinson 

Be sure to visit our club's website 
http://tennesseets.weebly.com/

INDEX 

____________________________________

Greetings Model T Friends,

With spring hopefully just around the corner, I 
have a new engine installed in my touring car and a new 
engine installed in my TT wrecker.  If the weather allows, I 
will take the touring car out for its first test run tomorrow.  
Dennis has a new engine in his coupe and we are ready for 
some touring.  Several more of you have had to do engine 
work as well.  I hope that most of you are winding down 
on your winter projects and getting ready for our first tour, 
coming up in April, in the Cookeville area.

For insurance purposes, we are now requiring 
that you fill out and mail in a registration form for 
each club tour that you plan to attend.  Forms are being 
sent out when tours are finalized.  Please fill out and 
return to the appropriate party.    All tour participants 
must fill out the tour registration and be a current 
member of the Tennessee T's.  I know this is a pain but as 
we all know we don't live in the same world we use to.  So 
for the protection of everyone please send in those forms.

A lot of you have already signed up and made your 
hotel reservations for the upcoming tours.  I would like to 
encourage everyone to go ahead and make your 
reservations early so we have a good count and can plan a 
better tour for you.  I am really looking forward to hitting 
the road, as I know you are.  

Our chapter also has several new members, and we 
will be sending out a new current membership list soon.  I 
want to encourage our new members to come tour with us.  
The Tennessee T's are a really good group and you will 
make new lifetime friends.  We also put on some really 
good tours, if I do say so myself.

Don't forget about the Lynn Cook workshop to be 
held at my shop on February 24th.  We will have some 
good food and fellowship, and might even learn something 
too.  We really need to do this more often because it's the 
only time my shop gets cleaned up.   I'm finding a few 
things I haven't seen for quite some time.  I hope to see 
some of our newer members show up.  Please come and be 
a part.

Vandy is planning things for the girls, too.  
There have been several members sick, and getting 

their winter maintenance done on themselves.  Get well 
soon.

Happy Touring!

Ricky

REMINDERS
1. Notify Ricky if you are attending the Lynn 
Cook Day workshop.

2. Send the required registration form for the 
tours in Cookeville and Pulaski.

Bill Robinson
Highlight
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President- Ricky Williams 
Humboldt, TN
731.618.0207 
rwilliams@click1.net

Vice President- Dennis Plank 
Humboldt, TN
731.616.6609 
daplank@bellsouth.net

Secretary- Vandy Williams 
Humboldt, TN
731.414.9085 
vandy1311@yahoo.com

Treasurer- Connie Plank 
Humboldt, TN
731.313.1496 
csplank@bellsouth.net

Chaplain- Mac Flowers 
Waverly, TN
931.535.2327 
no email

Contact Ricky Williams, our club President, if you 
have a tour or event planned to be sure the date is 
still open. rwilliams@click1.com 

Folks, Ramona Akin has a new knee and she is doing 
well!

***************

 Seated: L to R: Carolyn Williams, Linda Eden, Don 
Krull  Standing left to right: Larry Williams, Bill Eden, 

Sam Turner, Bill Guiney(yellow shirt) Max Larson, Joni 
Allison, Tom Allison, Sue Cook, Waldo Emerson, Marge 
Krull, Sharlotte Miller, Dwight Miller. AWOL: Lynn Cook, 

John Strickland 

Photo from the past
Some of our elite members were able to attend the MTFCI 
Tour in Kanab, Utah in July. Carolyn sent some photos for 
our newsletter. This photo originally appeared in the 
August 2013 edition of the newsletter.
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IT'S NEVER AS EASY AS YOU THINK IT'S GOING TO BE

by Dennis Plank

Over the winter I built a new engine for our Coupe.  The engine in it was fine, I just wanted a 
new, fresh one for our tours this year.  I had a couple of spare engines, so I selected a 1926 block 
and spent way too much money on it.  You know how it is.

I got it done and decided it was time to make the swap.  I was able to get the old engine out 
with no problems and was sliding the new engine back on the frame rails when I noticed something 
that didn't look right on the front cross member.  It almost looked like a shim under the front motor 
mount.  On further inspection, I could see that the cross member had rotted completely out to the 
point that the spring was coming up through a nice rectangular hole in the cross member.

Not good news when you are anxious to hear your new motor.  Time to replace the cross 
member.  Ricky showed up and said he had one hanging on the wall in his barn he would give me, so 
I took him up on the offer.  It's a job drilling all those rivets out, but I finally got it done.  No, he didn't 
stay and help.

 (continued on next page)
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Here is another shot of the damage.  The hole was so clean it almost looked machined.

Here is the completed project with the new cross member and engine in place.

Dennis Plank
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The Best Things Don’t Cost Much (and are Priceless!) 

My granddaughter Lydia and grandson Coy 
don’t have the common “garden-variety” set 
of grandparents that spoil them at each 
possible moment.  They actually have two 
sets that fit into that description! 

Yesterday morning they came with their 
mom and dad to church.  I crack up every 
time Coy sees me as he smiles and reaches 
for me.  There is no doubt that he and I are 
buddies.  Annette will be heart broke as I 
think he is going to say Grandpa and Model 
T before he says Grandma. 

Lydia is much the same.  She loves to come 
over and be told stories, help Annette make 
cookies etc.  She also loves to sit in the T 
out in the garage and drive her dolls to go 
shopping and take them all over the 
continental 48.  Sorry Ken, she just hasn’t 
got the driving experience to tackle Alaska 
yet!  That plus we couldn’t stand not seeing 
her for 3 months (even if they are imaginary 
months).  I made the mistake of leaving 
something lay on the seat one day and she 
asked my why “my junk” was in “her car”. 

I’m sure by now your asking what in the 
world this has to do with the Model T and 
why is it in the Newsletter?  No reason 
really, I just wanted to brag on the grandkids 
and let everyone else read it!  I didn’t have 
enough of anything technical to fill up a full 
page and thought since I enjoy them so 
much, you should too. 

Now for the technical side.  Ron Patterson 
posted a super idea on the model T forum 
(America Club) recently.  Ron rebuilds tons 
of T generators each year and often sees 
the same problems with cores coming in.  
Since the T generator has its output 
regulated by the position of the third brush, it 
is susceptible to self-destruction should the 
system go open.  If the system goes open, 
all of the generators output is fed to the third 
brush causing the output to be even higher.  
This higher output will soon be feeding so 
many amps through the armature that solder 
begins to melt and the armature is rendered 
junk in no time.  Electrically speaking, it is 
like a dog chasing its tail, the more he wants 

to catch it the faster he runs, the faster he 
runs…well, you get the idea. 

This little modification will save the 
generator in the event that its output enters 
the runaway state previously described.  On 
the lead to the third brush, slave in a 4 or 5 
amp blade type fuse.  That way, should the 
regulating current become excessive, the 
fuse will fail saving the generator.  The 
modification is undetectable.  Even the 
purist won’t mind this one since it can’t be 
seen. 
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Install two spade terminals 
and insulate with heat shrink 
tubing.  One terminal is 
shown uninsulated so you 
can clearly see the type 
needed. 

Ring terminal re-connects to 
third brush as normal.
is not absolutely necessary if you’re 
ng a voltage regulator in place of a 
t as the regulator is designed to save 
enerator in cases like this. 

 good idea however with the original 
t and to a lesser degree, with the 
.  While the diode can’t “stick open”, 
mmeter certainly can go open giving 
ame result.  Either way, with the battery 
removed from the generator the result 
 same and chances are, “you ain’t 
a like it”. 

 review here, modification to prevent 
 year old generator from self 
uction, – 25 cents. 

ce to brag on grandkids – Priceless! 

aryaryaryary 

Cheap insurance for generators 
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Photos from

Continued on next page



LINING UP FOR PHOTOS AT LAKE OF THE OZARKS STATE PARK 

LAKE OF THE OZARKS STATE PARK 

February 2018 Continued on next page



STOP AT CAMDEN COUNTY MUSEUM 

THE OLD LINN SCHOOLHOUSE IS NOW A MUSEUM IN HAMDEN COUNTY 
February 2018 Continued on next page



MUSEUM ON HISTORIC ROUTE 66 IN LEBANON, MO 

LUNCH STOP AT DOWD’S CATFISH HOUSE IN LEBANON, MO 

February 2018
Continued on next page



LUNCH IN THE MENNONITE COMMUNITY OF VERSAILLES, MO 

WONDER IF THEY HAVE CHICKEN ON THE MENU AT THIS RESTAURANT! 

February 2018
Continued on next page



PREPARING TO CROSS A SHORT SWINGING BRIDGE 

BRIDGE IS SWAYING (and CREAKING and GROWLING)… NOTE: the sand filled roadway DID NOT soften the ride! 

February 2018

Paula made a video of a similar bridge on the same tour- click here to view

Continued on next page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5VUSWJYan0&t=2s


WE CERTAINLY WON’T MIND THOSE OLD, RUTTY GRAVEL ROADS SO MUCH AFTER CROSSING THIS! 

BOARDING FOR HILLBILLY TOUR LUNCH CRUISE ON OZARK LAKE 

February 2018 Continued on next page



DON & MARGE KRULL ARE READY FOR LUNCH CRUISE ON OZARK LAKE 

February 2018
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If your truck won't climb the snowy hill............

See
next
page

February 2018
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New member application.. see our website 

Jim and Judy Eubanks- Powell, TN

Photos from the past

Don Meadows in front of his shop in White 
Bluff. Don was one of the first members of the 
Tennessee T’s. He is now deceased and his car 
museum is closed.

Max Larson, Sue Cook, Ann Alexander and Don’s wife Mary Helen. 
The picture was made at the end of one of the Trace Tours. Sorry, I 
cannot identify everyone. Help me if you can.

Bill
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Simply add some gription !

Thanks to Ricky 
Williams for the 
photos

Important notice, in case you missed it in Anita's 
minutes of our latest business meeting. Gary made a motion that 
any full-time college student with an interest in Model Ts can 
join the Tennessee T's and their membership fees will be waived. 
The motion passed. We currently have two full-time students as 
members: Seth Stratlin and Blayne McCafferty.  

So, if you have college age kids or grandkids actively 
attending college, then encourage them to become members and 
The Tennessee T's will pay their dues. Maybe they will stay.

If you have not found the
TECH PAGE on our 
website, then pay it a visit. 
There are many good 
articles posted that can 
help out on your next 
project. Also, if you write 
an article, send it to the 
newsletter editor for 
consideration.

Find something in  your old car that is 
not supposed to be there? Let us all see 
your find!

Here's how:
Write a short article and tell our club members 
about what you found. Send pictures to the editor. 
tennesseets@hotmail.com

Thank You!!  Tennessee T's
! ' !

Thanks for the pictures 
and articles that you 

submitted this month.  I 
can't tell you how much it 

helps me when*You
Write the newsletter.

Bill R
obinson,

newslett
er 

editor

:)

Need A
TENNESSEE T"S

T-SHIRT?
Contact Hillary 

hillary.spratlin@gmail.com
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				Date		Event (Tennessee T's events are highlighted)

				Aug 31-Sep 3		2017 Ohio Jamboree- Berlin Ohio contact tomlinda@twc.com

				Sept 6-10		Hillbilly Tour, Osage Beach MO

				Sep 17-20		Stonewall Country Tour, Weston, WV, by Mountain State T's of West Virginia, email carboy10@shentel.com

				Sep 21-24		Lawrenceburg Tour 2017, Lawrenceburg, TN. Tennessee T's tour hosted by Blayne McCafferty and Hubert Garland. See detailed listing later in this newsletter.

				Oct 4-7		Hershey fall swap meet, Hershey PA

				Dec 2nd		TN T’s Christmas party- Pin Oak Lodge, 567 Pin Oak Lodge Rd, Wildersville, TN 38388, Natchez Trace State Park

				Mar 4-8, 2018		2018 Winter Tour, Honey-in-the-Hills, FL  www.tinlizziefl.com
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Drawing out the radius for a 
steering wheel


Planing the thickness of hickory down to specs for a 
steering wheel 


Hickory board ripped 
to make steering wheel


Segments cut out and started 
to glue up Segments double stacked 


and glued together


Template for steering 
wheel on glued up 
hickory


Rough cut inside diameter 
with a scroll saw


Rough cut outside diameter 
with a band saw


Sanding to size outside
 diameter 


Sanding inside diameter 
with drill press


To enlarge 
the photos, 
enlarge the 
document.
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Checking size- O.D.
Checking size- I.D. Routing round- inside 


Inside has been rounded Outside has been rounded
All round waiting for stain


Stained waiting for finished- costumer would like a 
satin poly finish and they said they would drill the 
holes and provide the screws for the spider
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